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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be 
mailed in due course. 

[8 This communication is responsive to Applicants' After-Final amendments filed 01/18/01 and 02/27/01. . 

(XI The allowed claim(s) jdate 12, 3, 4, 6, 5, 8 and 9, now renumbered as claims 1-7 respectively. . 

□ The drawings filed on are acceptable. 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: 

Kl Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE to comply with the requirements noted below is set to EXPIRE 
THREE MONTHS FROM THE "DATE MAILED" of this Office action. Failure to timely comply will result in 
ABANDONMENT of this application. Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

□ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION, PTO-152, which discloses 
that the oath or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

□ Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

□ because the originally filed drawings were declared by applicant to be informal. 

□ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948, attached hereto or 



to Paper No. 



, which has been 



□ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed on 

approved by the examiner. 

□ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment. 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the reverse side of the 
drawings. The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal lettter addressed to the Official 
Draftsperson. 

□ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Any response to this letter should include, in the upper right hand corner, the APPLICATION NUMBER (SERIES 
CODE/SERIAL NUMBER). If applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER 
and DATE of the NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE should also be included. 

Attachment(s) 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statements), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Draftsperson' s Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 ^ 
Kl Interview Summary, PTO-413 C P^f^ ^ * 

H Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

□ Examinees Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit of Biological Material 
Kl Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
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Examiner's Amendment 

1) An Examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to Applicants, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 C.F.R 

1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. An authorization to prepare this Examiner's amendment was given by 
Ms. Glenna Hendricks on 02 March 2001 (paper no. 14). 

Claim 12 of the instant application has been amended as follows: 

Claim'I^Crequested by Applicants to be canceled via the amendment filed 02/27/2001, has 
been retained. 

Applicants' Amendments 

2) Acknowledgment is made of Applicants' After-Final amendments filed 01/18/2001 (paper 
no. 12) and 02/27/2001 (paper no. 13) in response to the Final Office Action mailed 10/18/00 
(paper no. 11). With this, Applicants have amended the specification and claims. 

Status of Claims 

3) Claim 7 has been amended via the After-Final amendment filed 01/18/2001. 

Claims 1, 7 and 10-12 were requested to be canceled via the amendment filed 02/27/2001. 
Claim 5 has been amended via the amendment filed 02/27/2001. 
Claim 12 has been retained via this Examiner's amendment. 
Claims 2-4, 6, 8, 9 and 12 are pending and are under examination. 

Objection(s) Withdrawn 

4) The objection to the abstract made in paragraph 16 of the Office Action mailed 10/1 8/00 
(paper no. 11) is withdrawn in light of Applicants' amendment to the abstract. 

Rejection(s) Withdrawn 

5) The rejection of claims 4-6 maintained in paragraph 13 of the Office Action mailed 
10/18/00 (paper no. 1 1) under 35 U.S.C § 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite, is 
withdrawn in light of Applicants' arguments. 

6) The rejection of claims 12, 3-6, 8 and 9 made in paragraph 14 of the Office Action mailed 
10/18/00 (paper no. 1 1) under 35 U.S.C § 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite, is 
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withdrawn in light of Applicants' arguments. 



Reasons for Allowance 



7) The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 2-4, 6, 8, 9 and 12 are allowed, because the prior art does not teach or fairly 

suggest the monoclonal antibody, HB-12163, having binding specificity for SEQ ID NO: 2. 
Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 

payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 

fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 

Allowance." 



8) The allowed claims 12, 3, 4, 6, 5, 8 and 9 are now renumbered as claims 1-7 respectively. 

9) Papers related to this application may be submitted to Group 1600, AU 1645 by facsimile 
transmission. Papers should be transmitted via the PTO Fax Center located in Crystal Mall 1 
(CM1). The transmission of such papers by facsimile must conform with the notice published in 
the Official Gazette, 1096 OG 30, November 15, 1989. The CM1 facsimile center's telephone 
number is (703) 308-4242, which receives papers 24 hours a day and seven days a week. 

10) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the Examiner 
should be directed to S. Devi, Ph.D., whose telephone number is (703) 308-9347. A message 
may be left on the Examiner's voice mail system. The Examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday to Friday from 7.15 a.m. to 4.15 p.m. except one day each bi-week which would be 
disclosed on the Examiner's voice mail system. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Lynette Smith, can be reached on (703) 308-3909. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 
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Patent Examiner 
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All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 
(1 ) S. Devi (PTO) (3) _ 



(2) Ms. Glenna Hendricks (4) 

Date of Interview Mar 2, 2001 

Type: (XI Telephonic □ Personal (copy is given to □ applicant □ applicant's representative). 
Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: □ Yes Kl No. If yes, brief description: 



Agreement Kl was reached. □ was not reached. 

Claim(s) discussed: Claim 12. 

Identification of prior art discussed: 



Description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was reached, or any other comments: 
Ms. Hendricks was informed that Applicants' amendment filed 02/27/2001 requested for cancellation of claim 12. 
However, claim 12 is the base claim which was agreed upon by Ms. Hendricks last week to be retained for allowance. 
Ms. Hendricks authorized the Examiner of record not to cancel claim 12. 



(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments, if available, which the examiner agreed would render 
the claims allowable must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendents which would render the claims allowable 
is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

1 . □ It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview. 

Unless the paragraph above has been checked to indicate to the contrary, A FORMAL WRITTEN RESPONSE TO THE 
LAST OFFICE ACTION IS NOT WAIVED AND MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. (See MPEP 
Section 713.04). If a response to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS GIVEN ONE MONTH 
FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE TO FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. 

2. □ Since the Examiner's interview summary above (including any attachments) reflects a complete response to 

each of the objections, rejections and requirements that may be present in the last Office action, and since the 
claims are now allowable, this completed form is considered to fulfill the response requirements of the last 
Office action. Applicant is not relieved from providing a separate record of the interview unless box 1 above 
is also checked. \ 



Examiner Note: You must sign and stamp this form unless it is an attachment to a signed Office action. 
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Paper No. 1^ 




N « FYTFNSIONS OF TIME ARE PERMITTED TO FILE 
COWRECTEDOR FORMAL DRAWINGS, OR A SUBSTITUTE 
OATH OR DECLARATION, notwiths.ai.ding any indicanon to the 
« in the attached Notice of Allowability (PTO-37). 

If the following language appears on the attached Notice of Allowability the 
^ lined tougl. below is of no force and effect and ,s to be ,gnored : 

A SHORTENED ^^^^^™?^^^^^iTC^^j]^p'*(^th^'olTiM ^^"FaUure^comp^'^Tll't^ilt^n 

Similar language appearing in any attachments » <J" N«iceof Allowability, 
such as in an Examiner's Amendment/Comment or in a Notice pt 
Span's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948, .s also to be .gnored. 



